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The Way of Incense and Poetic Expression in Japanese

Mieko SAWADA

Summary

A shared culture exists across the world based on the enjoyment of fragrance. In Japan, a unique
appreciation of the essence of scent known as Kodo, the incense ceremony, has developed
independently. The following essay analyzes the appreciation of incense in Kodo from the
perspective of Cognitive Science. Within the appreciation of Kodo linguistic expressions are
thematically utilized that are considered traditionally poetic. The use of this language is
understood as a meaningful method to improve a participant’s recognition and memory. The
imaginative sphere of poetic expression is a world that exists in space-time, and provides the
possibility to communicate ideas regarding fragrance based on this culturally shared knowledge
of language.
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