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SUMMARY

The concept of Shutaisei and its origin
 
 

The Japanese concept of shutaisei is a translation of “subjectivity” which plays a 
fundamental role in the modern Europe. This paper aims to analyze the origin of this concept in 
two different ways, that is, a philosophical and a historical. First, I explicate its jargon 
characteristics by exemplifying the thoughts of intellectuals during the period after the world 
war such as Mashita Shinichi, Honda Shugo, Ara Masahito, Maruyama Masao, Okamoto 
Taro and so on. Second, I pick up Miki Kiyoshi’s The Philosophy of History as the text in which 
shutaisei emerged as a philosophical concept for the first time. Criticizing Heidegger’s Dasein, 
Miki tied this concept with that of reality in order to emphasize the practical and physical 
aspect of individual existence. Yet, this leads him to get a consciousness of the abyss of life, 
which means that we must create our own form by ourselves which can guide us. We find a
fundamental structure in Miki’s shutaisei concept, namely sustaining oneself by oneself, which 
expresses its historical origin at the same time. Finally, this paper tries to discover the birth of 
shutaisei both in the restorative tendency in the history of fine arts which broke out in 1890 and
in Futabatei Shimei’s Ukigumo, the first Japanese modern novel written in the same age.

Keywords: Okamoto Taro, Subjectivity, Martin Heidegger, Fukuzawa Yukichi, Futabatei 
Shimei, Maruyama Masao, Miki Kiyoshi
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