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«We always fail to talk about what we love » - OnÔoka Shôhei’s Stendhal studies –
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Ôoka Shôhei is very well known as a novelist, but he is also a great appreciator of Stendhal. He himself

divides his research on Stendhal into three periods: pre-war and war (1934-1944), where he discovered The

Charterhouse of Parma and dedicated several works to it, post-war (1948-1973), marked by his reading of

Aragon and Liprandi, where he wrote the scenario of a play entitled The Red and the Black, and finally the

period at the end of his life (1977-1988), where his interest, starting with Life of Henry Brulard, is in the

thematic of the autobiography. In his last article, entitled “We Always Fail to Talk of What We Love”, which

he left unfinished, Ôoka himself considers this reading journey which spanned his entire life. Using his

studies of Stendhal to fathom out the reasons why this writer fascinates him as a reader, he shares with

Stendhal, as a writer, the idea of a world that is reflected in novels as through a mirror.
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Victor Del Litto, «Stendhal au Japon. On a joué àTôkyô "Le Rouge

et le noir" », Cahier de L'Alpe, n° 24, décembre 1966, p. 225-226
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I -

1950 - 1950 1 9
1952 - 1948 12 1949 7

1951 1 8
1952 -

1961 - 1958 8 1959 8 10
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1984 -
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1932 - — —

1938-39 - 1 3
1939 -

1942 -
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1936-37 –

1941 - 8 8 8

1944 -
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1987 - — 6 1 1

1989 - — 1 8 1
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- 1981.

- 1981.

- — J. =J.

1986. .

- 1927 2-12 . 1968.

- Aragon (Louis), La Lumière de Stendhal, Denoël, 1954 ;

1956.

- Barthes (Roland), On échoue toujours à parler de ce qu’on aime, Tel Quel, n°85, automne 1980, rééd. In Le

Bruissement de la langue, Ed. Seuil, 1984 ;

1987 .

- Del Litto (Victor), Stendhal au Japon. On a joué àTôkyô "Le Rouge et le noir", Cahier de L'Alpe n°24, décembre
1966.

- Liprandi (Claude), Stendhal, le "Bord de l'eau" et "La note secrète", Ed.Aubanel père, 1949.

- Lukács (Georg), Balzac et le réalisme français, Ed. Maspéro, 1967.

- 12
1971.

1940 - .

1968-73 - .

1971 – .

1976 – .

1977 – .

III –

De Vos (Patrick), dir., Littérature japonaise contemporaine, Ed. Philippe Picquier, 1989.
Sabouret (Jean-François), dir, L'Etat du Japon, Paris, La Découverte, 1988.
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24 12
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2) Jean-Jacques Origas,«Orientations du roman contemporain, 1955-1987», in Patrick deVos, dir., Littérature japonaise contemporaine, p. 62 -70.
L'état du Japon, p.214-215.
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