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Ooka Shéhei is very well known as a novelist, but he is also a great appreciator of Stendhal. He himself
divides his research on Stendhal into three periods: pre-war and war (1934-1944), where he discovered The
Charterhouse of Parma and dedicated several works to it, post-war (1948-1973), marked by his reading of
Aragon and Liprandi, where he wrote the scenario of a play entitled 7he Red and the Black, and finally the
period at the end of his life (1977-1988), where his interest, starting with Life of Henry Brulard, is in the
thematic of the autobiography. In his last article, entitled “We Always Fail to Talk of What We Love”, which
he left unfinished, Ooka himself considers this reading journey which spanned his entire life. Using his
studies of Stendhal to fathom out the reasons why this writer fascinates him as a reader, he shares with
Stendhal, as a writer, the idea of a world that is reflected in novels as through a mirror.
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