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1890-1950 FEAHARIZRIT 5 RV ) IZHOWTOFERRIBIE
The interdisciplinary research of the {Katari) in Japan from 1890’s to 1950’s
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The subject of this research is the {Katari) which underlay the intellectuals and artists in
Japan from 1890’s t01950’s. We examined how the (Katari) was produced and consumed in
the fields such as philosophy, political and economic thoughts, literature, architecture, crafts,
fine and dramatic arts and so on. The (Katari) means the common fundamental fictions.
They were created in order to fill the vacancy, which arised after the modernization had
destroyed the traditional livelihood. They were often with the adjective “Japanese”, but
couldn’t embody the essence of the Japanese tradition, because such an “essence” is absent
right from the beginning. In this sense, they remained only illusions. However, the tellers of
the (Katari)could sustain themselves by such fictional myths, and could meet their identity
crisis raised by the modernization. This research revealed the structure of sustaining oneself
by self-produced illusion. This structure is understood as a common form of the subject in
the various fields, despite of the fact that their images of Japan are different from each other.
Besides, we tried to use this form as an ideal type to examine the self-images of the
contemporary intellectuals and artists, not only in the neighboring nations of the East Asia
who experienced the same modernization, but also in the Western world as the origin of this
worldwide destiny.

This research enabled the exchange between the members and the researchers in the
foreign countries such as China, Taiwan, Brazil, the United Kingdom, Germany, and
Switzerland. this research developed into a new research project about the genealogy of the
concept {Syutaisei) , that is, the Japanese subjectivity.
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M7ess 4 lInternational Arts and Crafts Movement in Japan and Taiwan |

N

This paper discusses the influence of the British Arts and Crafts Movement in Japan
and Taiwan. Aware of the Arts and Crafts Movement strong influences on Europe and
Japan in the early 1920s, I propose a study on the Arts and Crafts Movement to enrich
the contemporary Taiwanese cultural policy. This study aims to connect the British Arts
and Crafts with the Japanese Mingei Movement and the local cultural movement
prevailing in Taiwan. I start with an analysis on the 2005 International Arts and Crafts
Exhibition held in London, and examines major issues raised by John Ruskin and
William Morris. The second part of the paper focuses on Tomimoto Kenkichi, Bernard
Leach, and Yanagi Soetsu to depict how the three intellectuals practiced the British
ideas. The Japanese Mingei Movement was a result of blending the British socialist
concepts, the Japanese traditional crafts and colonial Korean, Okinawan and
Taiwanese crafts. The third part of the paper discusses Taiwanese artist Yen Shui-Long
and the modernization process of the Taiwanese traditional crafts. The Arts and Crafts
Movement to Japan is not only an inspiration, but also a mutual cultural exchange.
Mingei Movement learned the British model in the 1920s, yet brought its Zen Buddhist
aesthetics that influenced the Western modern crafts since 1960s. Taiwan, however,
learned the British model through Japan and its awareness of the art of people did not
occur until its political upheaval during the mid 1990s. Both the Taiwan Community
Empowerment Movement and the current Culture Creative Industry policy is an
ongoing process that reflects the ideal of the British Arts and Crafts Movement. The
Taiwanese example raises a post-colonial case that relates to cultural identity and it is a

much ignored issue in the cultural history of craft and design.
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