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Summary

“Die Atriden-Tetralogie” consists of four parts: “Iphigenie in Aulis”, “Agamemnons Tod”,
“Elektra” and “Iphigenie in Delphi”. The story is, for the most part, based on the Atreus legend of a
Greek tragedy. But only “Iphigenie in Delphi” is different. This story received a stimulus from
Goethe’s idea in his “Italienische Reise”. In particular the third act is Hauptmann's original idea.
Iphigenie commits suicide in the last scene. Why does she kill herself though she escaped from
Tauris and finally reached Athens at last?

We must solve two problems in order to clarify the reason of her suicide. First I deal with the
problem: Hauptmann under the Nazi regime. For Hauptmann wrote this drama from July 1940 to
November 1944 under the Nazi regime and the Atreus legend is filled with blood and massacre.

Hauptmann was called “the king of the republic” in the Weimar age. When the Nazi took the
government on January 30 1933, he was in a difficult situation. But he remained in the country
without exiling himself, because he was old. Besides, he agreed with Hitler's decision that Germany
withdrew from the League of Nations. Alfred Kerr who had supported Hauptmann's literary
activities all the time criticized his irresolute attitude violently.

Of course, he sympathized with the Jews persecuted by the Nazi. Though other people didn't
attend, he only as an Aryan attended the funeral of Max Pinkus, his Jewish friend. But he never
opposed to that Nazi regime actively and went through the attitude that wasn't political. On the
contrary, the Nazi used him who was a famous writer politically. His drama was staged well and he
was also a member of the Reichskulturkammer. The authorities did not trust him overall, but
thought that he was the writer who was easy to use. Against this point of view Hauptmann was
writing his masterpiece that described the Nazi regime sharply without attracting attention.

We must discuss another problem: Hauptmann's thoughts about Hellas in order to understand
this work. However, I want to do it on the next time.



