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It happened every time. Someone would look up and see her. It's
difficult to understand. There'd be more than a thousand of us on that
ship. Traveling rich folks, immigrants and strange people, and us. Yet
there was always one. One guy alone who would see her first. Maybe he
was jusl sitting there eating or walking on the deck. Maybe he was just
fixing his pants. He'd look up for a second. A quick glance out to sea and
he'd see her.
Then hed just stand there, rooted to the spot, his heart racing. And
every time, every damn time, | swear, hed turn to us, towards the ship,
towards everybody and scream: America!l!

The one who sees America first. There's one on every ship.
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And don't be thinking it's an accident. Or some optical illusion. It's
destiny. Those are people who always have that precise instant stamped
on their life. And when they were kids, vou could look into their eyes...and

if you looked carefully enough, youwd already see her: America.
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It wasn't what [ saw that stopped me, Max. It was what [ didn't see. You
understand that? What I didn't see. In all that sprawling city, there was
everything except an end. There was no end. What [ did not see was
where the whole thing came to an end. The end of the world. You take a
piano. Hm? Keys begin. The keys end. You know there are 88 of them.

Nobody can tell you any different. They are not infinite. You are
infinite. And on those keys, the music that vou can make is infinite. 1 like
that. That I can live by. You get me up on that gangway and you roll in out
in front of me a keyboard of millions of keys, millions and billions of keys
that never end. And that's the truth, Max, that they never end. That
keyboard is infinite. And if that keyboard is infinite, then on that keyboard
there is no music you can play. Youre sitting on the wrong bench. That's
God's piano.

Christ, did you, did you see the sireets? Just the streets. There were
thousands of them. [ mean, how do vou do it down there? How do you
choose just one? One woman... one house...one piece of land to call your
own, one landscape to look at... one way to die? All that world just
weighing down on you. You dont even know where it comes to an end. |
mean, aren’t you ever just scared ol breaking apart at the thought of it? At

the enormity of living it? 1 was born on this ship. And the world passed me
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by. But two thousand people at a time. And there were wishes here, But
never more than fit between prow and stern. You played out your
happiness, but on a piano that was not infinite. I learned to live that way.
Land? Land is a ship too big for me. It's a woman too beautiful. s a
voyage too long... perfume too strong. It's music I don't know how to
make. [ could never get off this ship. At best | can step off my life. After
all I don't exist for anvone. You're the exception, Max. You're the only one
who knows I'm here. Youre a minority. And youwd better get used to it.
Forgive me, my friend, but I'm not getting off.
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